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COAST LINES
S A N TA C R U Z

Deadline for seniors to
enroll in Medicare is Dec. 31
Senior citizens have until Dec. 31 to sign up for
Medicare health and drug plans or change their current plan.
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
urges people to compare plans before making a decision.
For information go to www.medicare.gov and click
on “What’s New For Medicare.”
S A N TA C R U Z

Volunteers wanted
to clean up Almar Street area
Anyone with spare time on Saturday is invited to
help clean up trash and debris on Almar Street behind
the Westside Safeway.
Volunteers can stay for as little or as long as they
like. Trucks, hand tools like rakes and trimmers and
unused coupons for the Buena Vista Landfill are especially needed.
Volunteers should wear gloves and boots, and leave
small kids at home.
The event will be 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Meet on the railroad tracks at Almar Street behind Safeway.
S A N TA C R U Z

Series on housing
to begin Jan. 14
“Housing Within Reach: Of Our Pocketbooks; Of
Our Workplaces, Schools, & Stores,” a five-part community workshop series, starts Jan. 14 at United
Methodist Church, 250 California St.
Bruce Van Allen, a former mayor and tenant organizer, will speak on “why we’re losing ground on
affordability and what we can do about it.”
Half of the county’s residents report spending more
than 30 percent of their take-home pay on housing,
according to the 2009 Community Assessment Project.
The workshops are sponsored by Transition Santa
Cruz, a citizens group formed to respond locally to
climate change, peak oil, and economic instability.
The goal is to develop strategies for affordability and
land use that can be enacted locally.
Other dates will be Jan. 28; Feb 11, 25; Mar 11. All
sessions are 7-9 p.m.
For information, visit http://transitionsc.org or
contact David Stearns, 419-0565, or Rick Longinotti,
425-0341.
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PAJARO-SUNNY MESA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

Board leader disputes challenge
By DONNA JONES
djones@santacruzsentinel.com
PAJARO — The president of the Pajaro-Sunny
Mesa Community Services
District board of directors
says he lives within the
district and is eligible to
hold his leadership position.
Fellow Director Stephen
Snodgrass challenged President Joe Espinola’s residency at a board meeting
Dec. 16, saying he had registered to vote outside the
district.
District lawyer Marc Del

Piero released documents
Tuesday to support Espinola’s assertion that he is
“domiciled” at 31 Associated Lane, off Salinas Road
and within Pajaro-Sunny
Mesa boundaries.
“I am domiciled there,”
Espinola said, before referring further questions to
Del Piero.
The documents provided by Del Piero include a
Monterey County property
tax statement that names
Espinola co-owner of the
Associated Lane property,
a sample ballot informing
Espinola to vote at San

Pablo De Colores on San
Juan Road, the polling
place for Associated Lane,
and a Christmas card from
Supervisor Lou Calcagno,
delivered to Espinola at the
Associated Lane address
Saturday.
Espinola, a general contractor, also owns the
Hatchery Hills Court property in Prunedale, where
Snodgrass said a Monterey
County election official
told him Espinola was registered to vote, and Snodgrass said he presumably
lived.
Del Piero said the con-

fusion arose when Espinola registered a vehicle
at the Prunedale address.
The state Department of
Motor Vehicles informed
Monterey County Elections
of a switch in Espinola’s
address, he said.
Del Piero said Espinola
owns several properties in
Monterey County, as well
as several personal and
work vehicles.
Del Piero said he put
together the documentation
for the board, but didn’t
draw any conclusions.
“Everything pretty much
speaks for itself,” he said.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS

Toy
drive
wraps
up
Sentinel staff report
WATSONVILLE —
The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserves Toys For Tots
campaign wrapped up its
Santa Cruz County effort
Wednesday, passing out
the last of 5,700 children’s
Christmas gifts.
Organizer Delilah Valadez said the Airport Boulevard warehouse “looked
like the North Pole” last
week, but close to 30 community groups and food
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Tony Clark of Charitable Investment Foundation and Jeri Winner of Head Start load up toys to be
distributed to needy kids in Watsonville on Wednesday.
banks had distributed the
toys.
Head Start, Santa
Cruz-based Charitable
Investment Foundation
and the Watsonville Fire
Department cleared out

most of what remained
by noon.
Firefighters loaded toys
into two fire engines and
delivered toys to several
Watsonville families.
Valadez said the effort

got off to a slow start due
to cold and wet weather,
the economy and the flu,
which struck volunteers.
But she said donations
ended up equalling last
year’s total.

COUNTY

Community comes
through for seniors
A week ago, when they were less than halfway
to their goal, Peggy Triplitt and Antonette Wood,
co-owners of SwingTime Cafe in Watsonville,
wondered if they’d collect enough donations to
deliver 600 boxes of gifts and groceries to area
seniors.
But they were flooded with donations in the past few
days and Wednesday handed out gifts to 726 seniors
at centers in Santa Cruz, Live Oak, Capitola and Watsonville, and still had enough left over to give some
towels and blankets to area shelters.
Among the last-minute helpers was Scotts Valley’s Canepa Design, which sent a $500 check, and
Omega Nu, which dropped off 100 throw blankets.
“It’s been really fun for us because people have
responded so generously,” Triplitt said.
S A N TA C R U Z

Orientations set for
prospective foster, adoptive parents
The county Human Services Department has
announced upcoming orientation meetings for potential foster and adoptive parents.
Orientations are the first step in becoming such
a parent and they are held from 6-9 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month in Room 206 of the Human
Services Department at the county complex at 1400
Emeline Avenue.
The upcoming dates are Jan. 6, Feb. 3 and March 3.
Child welfare staff will explain the system, answer
questions and hand out application packets.
Active foster and adoptive parents attend as
well.
For information, call 454-5416.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
MOST OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS
COUNTY: County ofﬁces close noon on Christmas Eve and remain
closed through Jan 3.
SANTA CRUZ: City ofﬁces closed Dec. 25 through Jan. 3.
CAPITOLA: City ofﬁces closed Dec. 25 through Jan. 3 .
SCOTTS VALLEY: City ofﬁces closed Dec. 25 through Jan. 3.
WATSONVILLE: City ofﬁces closed Dec. 25 through Jan. 3.
SANTA CRUZ AND WATSONVILLE COURTHOUSES: Open 8 a.m.
to noon Dec. 24; closed Dec. 25; closed Jan. 1.
SANTA CRUZ AND WATSONVILLE COURTHOUSE SELF-HELP
CENTERS: Closed Dec. 24 through Jan. 1, reopening Jan. 4.
LIBRARIES: All branches of the Santa Cruz library system are
closed this week through Dec. 26. Branches will reopen with
regular hours on Dec. 27. Watsonville public libraries are closed
this week through Jan. 3.
SCHOOLS: Pajaro Valley Uniﬁed schools are closed this week
through Jan. 11. All other public school districts are closed through
Jan. 3.
METRO BUSES: Neither bus nor paratransit service will be
available on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. Highway 17
Express buses will run on a weekend schedule.
POST OFFICE: Post ofﬁces are closed Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day.
SENTINEL: Advertising ofﬁces closed. Paper will publish.

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Embarcadero ﬁnds new home
Software developer leaving former Borland HQ

By JONDI GUMZ
jgumz@santacruzsentinel.com
SCOTTS VALLEY —
Embarcadero Technologies,
which bought the Borland
spinoff Code Gear in 2008,
will move its 85 employees
from 100 Enterprise Way to
the Granite Creek Business
Center in April.
The new location at
5617 Scotts Valley Drive
is minutes away, but the
move means the towering headquarters Philippe
Kahn built off Highway 17
for Borland, his high-flying software development
company, will no longer be
home to Borland or its successors.
Representatives of 100
Enterprise Way were
unable to provide information on the building’s
occupancy rate.
Tony de la Lama, senior
vice president of research
and development at Embarcadero, remembers moving into the spacious campus as a Borland employee
in 1993. The amenities
include a swimming pool
and basketball court.
“We all love the building here, but times have
changed in software development,” he said, explaining that the new location
will put employees split
among three floors on one
level, facilitating conversation. “People will be able to
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interact in prolific ways.”
It also is more convenient, within walking
distance of Scotts Valley
Market and restaurants
at Scotts Valley Junction
shopping center, he said.
Embarcadero’s lease at
Enterprise Way expires in
2010.
The company had sought
a smaller space, having
downsized in Scotts Valley
since the acquisition when
there were 200 employees.
The new location, comprising 20,000 square feet,
was occupied by tech firm
Cisco, which consolidated its operation to San
Jose and moved out last
spring.
“We want to keep them
in Scotts Valley,” said
Brad Krouskup, president
and chief executive officer
of Toeniskoetter&Breeding
Inc., which owns the Granite Creek Business Center,
now “a little over 90 percent” leased.
“It’s lower than what
we’re accustomed to,” he
said. “The market’s been
very difficult for the last
year and a half.”
The office vacancy rate
in Scotts Valley was 17.7
percent, the highest in
the county, during the
third quarter according to
NAIBT Commercial, with
the asking rate $1.79 per
square foot. Rates dropped
there, as well as in Santa

Cruz and Watsonville, compared to the second quarter.
Krouskup declined to
disclose the terms of the
Granite Creek lease, but
said a 6,411-square-foot
suite is available for $1.25
per square foot triple net,
along with a couple of other
smaller suites.
At local properties owned
by the company, helmetmaker Easton-Bell has taken up most of 5500 Scotts
Valley Drive, 10 Victor
Square is 50 percent leased
with tech tenants Vertical
Circuits and Pandora, and
133 Mission Street in Santa
Cruz has one 1,800-squarefeet suite open.
“We had a pretty good
2009,” Krouskup said, noting TBI, which has 2 million
square feet of space, leased
“a little over 400,000 square
feet.”
He expects “a bit of tough
sledding in 2010” before the
local economy starts grow-

ing again and suggested 100
Enterprise Way would be
“great” for a university center on green technology.
Before Embarcadero
moves to the Granite Creek
office, Toeniskoetter Construction will freshen the
space in mid-January with
new carpet and paint.
De La Lama, who left
Borland in 2004 and came
back in February, supervises employees in Toronto, Romania, St. Petersburg
and Monterey.
He said 2009 was a difficult year but that the company, which has 18 products, found success with its
“all access strategy.” That
put together packages of
well-known tools such as
JBuilder, Rad Studio, dbArtisan and Delphi selling for
less than what it would cost
to buy each individually.
“We’re pleased to still
be here,” said de la Lama.
“Hopefully we’ll be here a
lot longer.”

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
Specials
Served
12 noon
to 8 PM

PRIME RIB
Includes: cup of clam chowder,
baked potato, bread and butter,
vegetable.

8.
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THURSDAY SPECIAL
ALL
Restaurant & Lounge
Open 7:30 a.m. - M-F, 7:00 a.m. - Sat-Sun

423-2010

at the Center of the Santa Cruz Wharf

YOU CAN EAT

SPAGHETTI
Includes: bread and butter
� Breakfast, lunch and dinner
� Cocktail lounge

6.
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The Santa Cruz Sentinel gives you a roundup
of the most important local news, sports,
business, entertainment, TV and movie listings,
as well as the most comprehensive classifieds,
including housing and employment.
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