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Tall ship tours
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Finding their form
The Pajaro Valley High boys soccer team ties Santa Cruz.
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WeatherWeather

Tonight will be clear.
Friday will be sunny.
Tonight’s low: 38
Friday’s high: 60
Details on page A6.

Mostly clear

THURSDAYTHURSDAY

Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronian

Watsonville Fire Capt. Tom Avila hands a bags of gifts to 9-year-old Bere Zamora Wednesday on the final stretch of the annual
Toys for Tots giveaway.

Aptos/La Selva
firefighter Will

Wingert delivers
a stream of foam-
laced water into a

burning car and
building on the

5600 block of
Freedom

Boulevard
Wednesday

evening. A man
trying to outrun

the CHP slammed
into a 1920s apple
storage structure,

setting it ablaze.
Tarmo Hannula
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Alleged fleeing driver slams car
into storage building, triggers blaze
Driver was reportedly trying to outrun CHP when he crashed
By TARMO HANNULA
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

APTOS — A man who was
allegedly trying to outrun the
California Highway Patrol
triggered a fire Wednesday
evening when he slammed
into an old apple storage
building on Freedom Boule-
vard.

No injuries were reported
in the 4:32 p.m. crash at 5620
Freedom Blvd.

CHP Sgt. Nick Ozanne said
the incident began when the
male driver of a large, white,
four-door Mercury was travel-
ing westbound on Freedom.
Ozanne said the man was driv-
ing at a high speed and drift-
ed over the center line, almost
striking a CHP car that was
traveling eastbound on Free-
dom.

The officer made a U-turn
and tried to catch up with the

errant driver, but was unable
to locate him. After inspect-
ing the area, Ozanne said, the
officer located the car
smashed into the loading
dock of a 1920s apple storage
building. The driver had ap-
parently fled the scene on
foot.

The collision sparked a fire
that quickly engulfed the front

See BLAZE, page A6

Coming together to help

Watsonville firefighters distribute toys, food to local needy families
By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

Nine-year-old Bere Zamora
was playing with her family
members when she heard the
deep bass rumbling of a Wat-
sonville Fire Department truck
as it pulled up to her house on
Ross Avenue on Wednesday af-
ternoon.

This was no emergency.
Bouncing with almost palpable
energy, the girl and her siblings
raced out to greet the truck,
which was carrying a box full
of wrapped Christmas toys for
the kids, along with a bag of
food. See GIVING, page A6

“They’re all for me,” Bere
joked as the firefighters carried
the boxes into the house, which
included a large bag of food
from Second Harvest Food
Bank.

Once inside, the gifts were
sequestered by Bere’s mother,
Lucina Gomez, not to be
opened until Christmas morn-
ing.

“We’re really happy,” Gomez
said. “The economy is really
tough for us.”

The last-minute distribution
came thanks to Toys for Tots
and Santa Cruz-based Charita-
ble Investment Foundation, a

nonprofit group that funds pro-
grams and activities benefiting
needy families. Since 1996, the
organization has worked with
Second Harvest Food Bank to
provide food for families. This
year, for the first time, the or-
ganization contacted Toys for
Tots to include gifts for children
in the giveaway.

“I’m inspired by the idea that
if we can somehow make a dif-
ference in someone’s life, they
can be inspired to do the same
for another family when they’re
doing well,” organization co-
founder Tony Clark said. “All
we ask is that at one point when

they’re doing well for them-
selves that they help out anoth-
er family in need.”

The Charitable Investment
Foundation solicits businesses
and individuals for donations,
all of which goes to purchasing
food for hungry families, Clark
said. When organizers began in
1996, they gave out food bas-
kets to two families. This year,
nearly 50 received assistance,
he said.

In hopes of securing a toy for
her children, Gomez said she
called the City of Watsonville

Crowd shouts
down protest vote
Pajaro Sunny Mesa ratepayers
demand another hearing
By JON CHOWN
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

A public hearing on a pro-
posed increase to water rates
for the customers of Pajaro
Sunny Mesa Community Ser-
vices District quickly turned
into a chaotic, incoherent con-
frontation Tuesday night be-
tween the district’s customers
and board members.

Pajaro Sunny Mesa was or-
ganized in 1984 as a small,
public nonprofit organization.
It provides water, street light-
ing and sewer services to
about 6,000 people in the
greater Pajaro area. It hopes
to raise water rates by up to
10 percent this year and in-
crease the rate an additional
10 percent for the following
four years to pay for mainte-

nance, increased energy costs
and new projects needed to
supply the public with potable
water. The meeting was to be
the culmination of a protest
vote, where residents have the
opportunity to either write a
letter of protest or show up at
the meeting. If less than half
the ratepayers protest, the
agency can raise the rates.

The law requires the public
be notified of the protest vote
meeting at least 45 days in ad-
vance. But Tuesday, residents
vehemently protested that the
notice was inadequate and
complained the meeting was
scheduled at a time when most
residents would either be out
of town or too busy to attend.

See WATER, page A2

Senate
Majority

Leader Sen.
Harry Reid of

Nevada,
accompanied

by Senate
Democrats,

gestures
during a

health care
news

conference
Wednesday

on Capitol
Hill in

Washington.
 Associated Press

Final Senate vote on health
care bill to take place today
Senate version excludes government-run insurance option
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Democrats
pushed sweeping health care legis-
lation to the brink of Senate passage
Wednesday, crushing a year-end Re-
publican filibuster against President
Barack Obama’s call to remake the
nation’s health care system.

The 60-39 vote marked the third
time in as many days Democrats
have posted a supermajority need-
ed to advance the legislation. Final
passage, set for about dawn today,
was a certainty, and will clear the
way for talks with the House on a
final compromise. Those negotia-

tions likely will stretch into Febru-
ary.

The Senate has met for 24 con-
secutive days to debate the legisla-
tion, the second-longest such
stretch in history, and Democrats

See HEALTH, page A6

Governor voices
state budget concerns
over health care bills
Dems plan to address Medicaid worries
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Califor-
nia’s Democratic congression-
al leaders said Wednesday
they hope to address con-
cerns raised by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger about the
cost of health insurance leg-
islation moving through Con-
gress.

Schwarzenegger wrote
members of the state’s con-
gressional delegation this
week and asked them for
more flexibility to deal with

the state’s financial woes in-
stead of imposing new costs
through an expansion of Med-
icaid. He estimated that the
health care legislation being
debated in Congress would
cost the state an extra $3 bil-
lion to $4 billion annually.

“This crushing new burden
will be added to a safety net
that is already shredding un-
der billions of dollars in un-
funded federal mandates that

See STATE, page A2
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of the two-story structure.
Aptos/La Selva firefighters

sent streams of foam-laced wa-
ter into the front of the build-

Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronian

Aptos/La Selva firefighter Will Wingert uses a monitor to help douse a fire that was triggered by a car crashing into an
abandoned building.

ing and into the burning car.
The car was destroyed by fire
within minutes.

A huge plume of black
smoke wafted into the evening
sky, and was visible for miles.
The CHP had to close Freedom
altogether to allow for firefight-
ers to set up a staging area and

lay out lengths of hoses.
Battalion Chief Jim Dias said

the burning building was unoc-
cupied and had apparently not
been in use for some time. Bat-
talion Chief Jeff Terpstra said he
was looking in to the prospect of
getting an excavator to the scene
to pull the building to the ground.

Hot spots continued to erupt
in various spots around the
structure, forcing firefighters to
tear open locked doors, cut
openings into the side of the
building and crash through
boarded up windows.

The incident is still under
investigation.

GIVING
From page A1

and the County of Santa Cruz
before she was directed to the
Watsonville Fire Department
and finally to Toys for Tots.

Because Gomez’s family was
one of the last ones to request
holiday assistance, however,
the supply of toys was almost
exhausted. They were among
10 families who almost didn’t
get assistance.

And so Clark’s organiza-
tion again contacted Toys for
Tots and Second Harvest

Food Bank, and made sure
the families got their gifts and
food.

 The last-minute collabora-
tion was a bit unorthodox —
Toys for Tots program coordi-
nator Delilah Valadez said her
organization doesn’t usually
work directly with families, in-
stead distributing its toys to
other programs that  do.

“But this year they needed
someone to help with this last
bit,” she said. “It’s all a commu-
nity collaboration. None of us
are out there doing it alone.
We’re counting on each other,
and collectively we’re counting
on the community.”

HEALTH
From page A1

held a celebratory press confer-
ence.

“We stand on the doorstep of
history,” said Majority Leader
Harry Reid of Nevada, who
painstakingly pieced together
the bill — and the now-contro-
versial deals with wavering law-
makers that made its passage
possible.

The measure would extend
coverage to an estimated 31
million who lack it, while ban-
ning the insurance industry
from denying benefits or charg-
ing higher premiums on the ba-
sis of pre-existing medical con-
ditions. The Congressional
Budget Office predicts the bill
will reduce deficits by $130 bil-
lion over the next 10 years, an
estimate that assumes lawmak-
ers carry through on hundreds
of billions of dollars in planned
cuts to insurance companies
and doctors, hospitals and oth-
ers who treat Medicare pa-
tients.

Obama has also said he
wants legislation that slows the
rate of growth in medical
spending nationwide, but the
CBO said it has not determined
whether that is the case with
the bill.

Unlike the House, the Sen-
ate measure omits a govern-
ment-run insurance option,
which liberals favored to apply
pressure on private insurers but
Democratic moderates op-
posed as an unwarranted fed-
eral intrusion into the health
care system.

In an interview with PBS,
Obama signaled he will sign a
bill even if it lacks the provi-
sion.

“Would I like one of those
options to be the public option?
Yes. Do I think that it makes
sense, as some have argued,
that, without the public option,
we dump all these other ex-
traordinary reforms and we say
to the 30 million people who
don’t have coverage, ‘You know,
sorry. We didn’t get exactly
what we wanted?’ I don’t think
that makes sense.”

Outnumbered Senate Re-
publicans stubbornly played
out a losing hand. They
launched several last-minute
attacks that Democrats swatted
aside, then rejected calls to
move the final vote up a day in
deference to a snowstorm that
threatened to prevent lawmak-
ers from reaching home on
Christmas Eve.

“Tomorrow the Senate will
vote on a bill that makes a bad
situation worse,” said Sen.
Charles Grassley, R-Iowa. “This
bill slid rapidly down the slip-
pery slope to more and more
government control of health
care.”

Even before the bill passed,
it was spinning off legal contro-
versies at a remarkable rate.

Republican attorneys gener-
al in seven states discussed a

court challenge to part of the
bill that singles out Nebraska
for special treatment, a conces-
sion made by the White House
and Reid to lock in the state’s
Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson as
the 60th vote for the legislation.

Under the provision, the fed-
eral government will perma-
nently pick up the state’s entire
cost for an expansion of Med-
icaid, while paying the full tab
for the other 49 states for only
three years.

Nelson, who has strongly
defended the provision, told
reporters, “The governor said,
‘Take care of it. I did.’” Asked
whether the governor, Republi-
can Dave Heineman, had said

he didn’t want the money, Nel-
son replied, “He hasn’t said it to
me.”

“The senator seems to be
confused,” said Jen Rae Hein,
spokeswoman for Heineman.
The governor “was very clear
that he did not want a special
deal for Nebraska and all spe-
cial deals should be removed,”
she said.

That underscored the poten-
tial political dilemma facing
Republicans in Washington
who oppose additional funding
that governors of their own par-
ty may want.

Senate Republicans also laid
out two other avenues for a
court challenge.

Sen. John Ensign, R-Nev.,
argued the measure was uncon-
stitutional, saying Congress
lacks authority to require Amer-
icans to purchase insurance.
Democrats defeated his at-
tempt to derail the bill, 60-39,
but other critics of the bill were
already speaking of a court
challenge based on the same
point.

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison of
Texas, who is running for gov-
ernor, said the bill improperly
usurps the authority of the
states to regulate insurance.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Tri-County Fire
The Aromas Tri-County

Fire Protection District will
meet Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at
the Aromas Fire Station, 492
Carpenteria Road. Details:
333-2645.

Watsonville Parks and
Rec

The City of Watsonville
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion will meet Monday, Jan. 4
at 6:30 p.m. in the former City
Council chambers, 250 Main St.,
Watsonville.

IHSS Advisory
In-Home Supportive Servic-

es Advisory Commission meets
Friday, Jan. 8 from 1:30-3:30
p.m. at 1400 Emeline Ave.,
Room 206, Santa Cruz.

Transportation
Commission

The Santa Cruz County Re-
gional Transportation Commis-
sion will hold its next meeting
on Thursday, Jan. 14 at 9 a.m.
at the Santa Cruz City Council
Chambers, 809 Center St., San-
ta Cruz. Information: 460-3200
or www.sccrtc.org.

Rail Acquisition
Committee

The Rail Acquisition Commit-
tee of Santa Cruz will meet Mon-
day, Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. in the com-
mission offices, 1523 Pacific
Ave., Santa Cruz. Information:
460-3200 or www.sccrtc.org.

R-P Classifieds: 761-7342
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